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By 4% NARA Date Z&@ 3

PEKIW@ 21

July 19, 1973

TO: - HENRY xxssm@m
PROM: @%ﬁxxmmomam@ﬁ
REP; Wﬁwﬂa‘ﬁm 019

1 We bﬁ&aeve T slgnlfmeant that Camhwdla l& only subjecf

of Chinese: M%ssagayﬂamd that we detect no.change whatever in
our velationship and any other.context. Lack of grace and
wording we- believe 1n‘part caused by Magnuson lack.of grace

dn interview withiChou. It dig wery possible that first and
third of reasons you monnectu@e are at play (para two your
tel). If party congress is taking shape, it.may indeed be
‘inconvénient for you to come-at time. planried. . Believe fundamental
policy changé not involved. Chinege calculate we are.in weak
position in Cambodiai:: They were un@uestxanably angered by our
last spurt  of intensified bombing, not. to mention Chou's anger
produced by Magnuson's counseling “patience" while that was
going on., Even ‘the attitude ofuothers: of the Congressional
Party was read by the«Chinege~as arpogance.and wae well.designed
totrigger sensitive Chinese pride. As one of many mnstances,
Mrs: Magnuson remarked to Wang Hai-jung, whom you'well know is
cloge to Mao, that the best ambassadors which Amevicans <qould
possibly senﬁ Ao Ohlna wauld be washing machinas and electric
1ran& :

B Chlnes@ in themv publmn stat&mants ‘have c&mafully avomded
doing anythimgsllke a1l the way with Sihanouk's positiony such
ag e. Chiou En«lai's bBanguet ‘speech of July 8 was much milder
than $ahanouk’s.. Annismersary of Mao's May- 20, 1970 declaration
on Cambodia passed this year without a murmur, another example
of Chinese .care in public. Yet they believe that he is the

only angwer at this stage, and we believe that they &lso consider
that it is the mosgt graceful way out for us, too. Sihanouk,
despite his (AEEVEJUSTNOM), has indigcated that the slate ¢an

be wiped clean so far as the United States is congerned. The
Chinese are convineed that we cannot win mmlmtarxly, and

could not even if the Congress had not acted as it has -~ although
we might have further postponed the day of reckoning similar to
the ‘one which they believe we now face.
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3. We do not read this as a brutal message, but rather a
regtatement of a firm Chinese position.. On’the other hand
the Chinese doubtless find this no time for grace, given the
above considerations and probably puzzlement as to why we do
not now see the ‘situation much as they do. We do not believe
the Chinese want to embarass the United States, and certainly
not you personally, in any way they can avoid. They probably
reason there is no alternative to the course they want us to

~take, And they appear to have considerable faith in Cambodian
nationalismg ability o prevent a vacuum which would tempt
the Soviets or even leaye the path open to a very disturbing
degree to the Vietnamese, - They doubt we can prop up Lon Nol,
and believe we should accept what ‘appears to them to be ‘the
best way out for us as well as them, All of our Basic areas
of ‘common ground appear intact to us. '

¥. We therefore suggest you consider postporiing (not cancelling)
your +trip with a correct note just shopt of cool, with
observation date now contémplated may not be convenient for
either side, and suggesting that a date perhaps in Septembe

to be later determined seems ddvisable. You may still wish
Ambassador Bruce to have frank call on Ch'iao, or in this case
Chigu, to test whether our funGamental relationship is not indeed
still fully intact, and explore in detail what the Chinese

hﬁ*}*&t in >miﬁdu ‘ e ) T ! : i

5. “If you have any thought of trying %o make contact with
Sihanouk or elements close to him, you might wish to indicate
80 to the Chinese, who certainly will be expecting some response
to their message. You could do this in the note to them on youp
visit or through Ambassador Bruce, pointing out in either case
the dinappropriateness of using the Mauritanian channel referved
to by Sihanouk is his AFP interviéw of July 17, and noting that
a better channel is needed. @ ) ' '

6. Warm Regards.:

END OF MESSAGE
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